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Students Make Veterans Day Cards
Members of the Holley Interact Club visited 
classrooms on Nov. 5 to help students in the ES 
and MS/HS create cards for veterans. Students 
at multiple grade levels made thank you cards 
that were distributed to veterans through the 
One Soldier At A Time organization. 

Well done, students!
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A Message from the Superintendent

HCSD Receives Award in NYSPRA Contest
The Holley Central School District received an award in the 42nd Annual NY School Public Relations 
Association (NYSPRA) Communications Contest. An article titled, “Two Honored with Soaring Awards,” 
received the Honor award in the Excellence in Writing category. The article is featured on page 3 of the 
January 2021 Dimension.

Happy New Year, Holley 
Families!

I hope this issue of the 
Dimension finds you well 
and excited for 2022! 
All of us at school are 
excited for what this 
year will bring, and 
we’re proud to be your 

educational partner for our wonderful students.

One new aspect of this year will be our ability 
to test students at school, if they’re quarantined 
by the health department, to find out if they 
can attend school in-person. We hope that the 
new “test to stay” option provides greater 
opportunity for our students to remain in school 
and confirm they are healthy after having 
contact with people who tested positive for 
COVID-19.  

This year, we are also preparing for a capital 
improvement project for our school district. The 
project will involve multiple stages, the first 
of which has already occurred. Following an 
architect inspection of our district’s buildings 
and grounds, we have identified some 

preliminary updates and improvements that will 
have to be addressed. The next stage is currently 
underway, which is to determine other priorities 
and interests for this project, and the financial 
requirements for the proposed work.  

Our goals for this upcoming capital 
improvement project will be to take care of 
our school district’s infrastructure; provide 
for repairs, updates and enhancements; and 
improve our district’s overall safety and security. 
By utilizing reserve funds and receiving building 
aid from New York State, we plan to have no 
impact on taxes to achieve our goals for this 
project.  

This winter and early spring, we have some 
important work in front of us for this capital 
improvement project to occur. The first will 
be a series of meetings, where we will come 
together to make decisions and prioritize our list 
of potential improvements. We will be looking 
for community input for this process. If you are 
interested in being on a capital improvement 
project committee for our district, please contact 
Connie Nenni at District Office at 638-6316, 
extension 2003.   

At our annual budget vote in May, we will have 
an additional proposition, similar to propositions 
for school bus replacement purchases and 
community library budget, to establish a 
“capital reserve fund,” which acts like a savings 
account for our district.  Along with aid from 
NYS, this reserve fund will be used to complete 
the capital improvement project so there is 
no impact to taxpayers. There will be more 
information forthcoming about establishing our 
capital reserve fund and capital improvement 
project plans as we move closer to spring.  

As always, thank you for your continued support 
of the Holley Central School District. We are 
grateful for that support, and we are proud to 
have the opportunity to educate the students of 
Holley.  

Have a healthy and prosperous new year! 

Brian Bartalo 
Superintendent of Schools

Thank You 
to Blood 
Donors 
During the American Red Cross 
Blood Drive on Oct. 26, we were 
able to collect 39 units of blood. 
Thank you to all who volunteered 
to donate. The next blood drive 
is scheduled for May 11, 2022 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in the MS/HS 
Auditorium. Save the date!

Holley Pre-K and Kindergarten Registration will 
occur on Wednesday, March 16, from 1-5 p.m. 
only. Registration will be held in the Elementary 
Library Classroom. Bring the following documents 
to register your child: birth certificate, immunization 
record and proof of residency (for example, utility 
bill). You will not be able to register without these 
documents. 

Pre-K and Kindergarten health physicals are 
required to be completed by September 1, 2022. 

No Pre-K registration will be allowed 
before March 16.

To be eligible to register for Pre-K, children must be 
4 years old by December 1, 2022. To be eligible to 
register for Kindergarten, children must be 5 years 
old by December 1, 2022. 

If you have any questions, please call Karen Bower 
at 585-638-6318, extension 2580.

Pre-K and Kindergarten  
Registration on March 16

https://www.holleycsd.org/Downloads/53301%20jan%202021%20dim_final_WEB.pdf
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A Labor of Love 
by Kellie Burke, Middle School Student Council Advisor

On Dec. 6, students from the Middle School Student Council 
and Rhian O’Dell’s class delivered 80 handmade wreaths to 
residents at Evergreen Place, a senior citizen assisted living 
community in Brockport. What started as an idea for a middle 
school student council community service project became 
a labor of love for the entire student body. Student council 
members knew at the end of their first meeting that they 
couldn’t possibly produce 80 wreaths in a few short weeks. 
School Aide Jodi Foster, who inspired the craft and provided 
all the raw materials for the project, invited students to make 
wreaths during their study halls and lunch periods. O’Dell’s class jumped on board, 
making lots of wreaths as Christmas presents for the residents. Students from all grade 
levels at the MS/HS participated in the project, and in no time at all, 80 wreaths were 
produced. The holiday spirit is alive and well at Holley MS/HS! 

ES Students Lead Sock 
Drive for Community 
Center
Fifth grader Bella Klafehn had the idea to run a sock drive for 
the Community Center that Holley ES students could participate 
in. She worked with her classmates in Crystal Elliott’s room and 
drafted a letter to publicize the event at school. They created 
posters and collection boxes, and they encouraged everyone to 
donate new socks. As part of a math activity, they counted their 
donations – they collected 232 pairs of socks! The community 
center was grateful to receive the socks as cold weather loomed. 
Well done, students! 

Great Things Happening 
in Fifth Grade
In December, students in fifth grade demonstrated gratitude and 
kindness as part of the Positivity Project. They created writing 
pieces based on the quote “Holley means Family” and designed 
logos to symbolize what the quote means to them.

To show kindness, students collected pasta and sauce to give 
to teachers Dustin Gardner and Samantha Heagerty for the 
pasta dinner fundraiser. The proceeds from the fundraiser will go 
towards the musical scheduled to be performed in March.

Fifth graders also made ornaments to donate to Unity Hospital. 
They were used to decorate the tree near the hospital gift shop. 
Nice job, students!
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Kindergarten 
Thanksgiving 
Feast
Kindergarteners and their families 
gathered in the Elementary Café on 
Nov. 19 to enjoy a Thanksgiving Feast 
together. Students crafted their own 
painted placemats and paper headpieces. 
The headpieces consisted of pilgrim 
hats and bonnets, and feathered bands 
inspired by the Native American tribes of 
New York State. Local dentist Dr. Daniel 
Schiavone, who is of Native American 
descent, worked with kindergarten 
classes to explain the different types 
of feather arrangements and how they 
were used within each individual tribe. 

Ugly Sweater Contest 
at MS/HS

December was Full of Holiday Music

On Dec. 22, the MS/HS held an Ugly 
Sweater Contest amongst students 
and staff. The top three winners for 
students were:

• 1st place: Casey Onisk
• 2nd place: Skylar Gallagher
• 3rd place: Charli Gearing

The top three staff winners were:

• 1st place: Rhian O’Dell
• 2nd place: Suzanne Lepkowski and  

Tammy Menzie
• 3rd place: Nicole Solazzo

Congratulations!

In December, Holley students entertained their families and friends 
with the sounds of holiday music. Two concerts took place in the MS/
HS Auditorium, with grades 7-12 performing on Dec. 14 and grades 
4-6 performing on Dec. 15. The Middle School Chorus and Band kicked 
off the first concert, followed by the Jazz Band, and Concert Choir and 
Band. Traditional favorites such as “White Christmas” were performed 
alongside modern songs like “That’s Christmas To Me” by Pentatonix. 

The chorus and choir were directed by Kelly Marzano and the bands by 
Zachary Busch, who are both music teachers at the MS/HS. 

The Elementary Chorus began the second concert, and they were 
followed by the Concert Band. Each group performed four songs, with 
the chorus directed by Samantha Heagerty and band directed by Scott 
Wheeler, who are both music teachers at the ES. 
 
Congratulations to all on their fine performances!
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In October, 70 pumpkins disguised as characters from children’s books were displayed in the hallway outside the Holley Elementary School Library. Julie 
Bader, Elementary Library Media Specialist, challenged students to decorate pumpkins to look like their favorite book characters. Entries varied from 
Clifford the Big Red Dog to BB-8 from “Star Wars.” 

Alternative High School Hosts Thanksgiving Feast
Students from the Alternative High School 
hosted a Thanksgiving Feast for their families 
on Nov. 23 in the Elementary Café. They 
learned how to make the side dishes, and they 
made many desserts. They also learned how to 
prepare and carve the turkeys alongside the 
cafeteria staff. 

There are currently 23 students in the 
program, and many of their families attended 
the Feast. Students eagerly pointed out which 
dishes they prepared to their families. They 
proudly introduced the Holley faculty and 
staff members to their families as part of their 

extended “family” support system at school. 
For students whose family members couldn’t 
attend the feast, faculty and staff members 
dined with them. 

Students in the Alt High program are ones 
who aren’t as successful in the structure 
of traditional high school and benefit from 
smaller classes and more individual attention. 
Some of the students transition to attending 
Holley MS/HS for part of the day or attend 
Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES Career and 

Technical Education for half a day and then 
spend the rest of their day at the Alt High, 
which is housed in the Holley Elementary 
School building. When the students graduate 
from the Alt High program, many of them 
attend community college, join the military 
or accept employment. These students learn 
to create their own definitions of success and 
become independent. A lot of them enjoyed 
the opportunity to showcase their culinary 
skills at the Thanksgiving Feast.

Library Hosts Storybook Pumpkin Patch
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Cast of Characters Parades Through Holley Elementary
Holley elementary students had a chance to parade through school in their Halloween costumes on Oct. 29. There were two parades throughout the 
Elementary School, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, and both were led by the Student Council. They proudly carried the banner they made in a 
Student Council meeting. Villains, heroes, and all characters in-between were seen walking through the halls, along with costumed teachers and staff.

Students in Amber Santos’ class collected donations 
of food and canned goods during Red Ribbon Week in 
October. They collected 240 cans! The donations were 
used to make soup for students and staff to enjoy. 
Thank you to cafeteria staff Pam Coopenberg and Thyra 
Kupfer for making such delicious soup! Thank you to all 
the elementary students, teachers and staff for another 
successful Red Ribbon Week!

At the Nov. 15 Board of Education (BOE) meeting, the Youth 
Fire Group presented the BOE with a plaque, thanking them 
for their support over the years. Holley students have a 
unique opportunity to join this group and receive training on 
emergency response before they graduate high school.

At the beginning of November, 
students were invited to submit 
artwork to a poetry and art 
contest. Ninth grader Abigail 
Merkley came in second place 
with this piece. She is a student 
in Katie Veremeychik’s Studio Art 
class. Congratulations, Abigail - 
great work and amazing effort!
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The National Honor Society (NHS) 
Induction Ceremony occurred on Nov. 18. 
Eleven students were inducted based on 
their application to the faculty selection 
committee and maintenance of a 90 percent 
or higher academic average. The students 
must demonstrate the five qualities of 
NHS membership: character, scholarship, 
knowledge, leadership and service.

The ceremony began with new inductees 
called to the front of the auditorium, where 
they were escorted by current NHS members 
out of the auditorium to change into their 
black gowns. When they returned, new 
inductees joined current NHS members on 
stage for the ceremony. NHS officers lit the 
ceremonial candles and described each of the 
qualities of membership. 

When the inductees’ names were announced, 
they received their membership certificates 
from Principal Susan Cory and signed 
their names in the book that maintains a 

record of every NHS inductee since 1938. 
Superintendent Brian Bartalo distributed 
membership pins to students’ family 
members. New inductees were then pinned 
by their family members before taking the 
NHS oath of membership as a group. 

The guest speaker at the Induction Ceremony 
was Crystal Dobri, a Holley alumna and 
Professor of Nursing at St. John Fisher 
College. She was a member of NHS when 
she was a student at Holley. When she 
pursued her master’s degree at Roberts 
Wesleyan College, she was also part of the 
nursing honor society there. Dobri reflected 
on her time at Holley, saying that Cory was 
her guidance counselor and NHS Advisor 
Russ Albright was a first-year teacher when 
she was a senior. She talked about lifelong 
learning and all the nametags she’s had over 
the years as she progressed through being 
a student and employee in various settings. 
“You’ve overcome many barriers in your time 

as a student,” she said. “You’ve shown your 
dedication to learning these last few years, 
and that’s what brought you here tonight. 
Keep growing and keep learning.”

Principal Cory congratulated the inductees 
and reminded them, “It’s what we do with 
our attitude and character that makes us 
successful.”

New NHS inductees are: Morgan Blosenhauer, 
Drew Carlston, Hunter Kaminski, Sarah Kelly, 
Shannon Kelly, Sara Kingdollar, Casey Onisk, 
Ava Quincey, Elise Quincey, Lily Sprague and 
Lydia Sprague.

Current NHS members are: President Harleigh 
Andrews, Vice President Adriana Botello, 
Secretary Hope Falls, Treasurer Thomas Dobri, 
and members Kirsstin Althoff, Cora Bennage, 
Tatum Gagne’, Rachel Kinsey, Hayley Lipke, 
Grace McKeon, Broek Ostrom, Libbie Pecora 
and Deanna Schubmehl.

National Honor Society Induction Ceremony
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College Acceptances
We are pleased to announce that 
Adriana Botello was accepted to 
Ithaca College, Nazareth College, 
University at Buffalo and Utica 
College; Brooke Boyko was accepted 
to Alfred University; Thomas Dobri was 
accepted to St. John Fisher College; 
Cam Engert and Rachel Kinsey were 
accepted to SUNY Brockport; Grace 
McKeon was accepted to Alfred State 
College of Technology and Genesee 
Community College (GCC); Mason 
Neale was accepted to SUNY Brockport, 
SUNY Fredonia and SUNY Oswego; 
Libbie Pecora was accepted to SUNY 
Adirondack; Leah Rheinwald was 
accepted to GCC; Deanna Schubmehl 
was accepted to SUNY Brockport, 
Keuka College and St. John Fisher 
College; and Kylie Towne was accepted 
to Niagara University and SUNY 
Oswego. Congratulations!

New Staff Join Holley Central

Samantha Brooks
Transportation Clerk

Kristy Dale 
ES Cafeteria Aide 

Kerry Lane 
ES Cafeteria Aide 

Michelle Palmer
ES Social Worker

Kristina Tese
ES Counselor

Kaitlyn VanSkiver
District Office Clerk

Staff Art on Display at MS/HS
Holley faculty and staff brought in examples of their creative work they do outside of teaching. These items were on display in November in the display 
case in the MS/HS Foyer. Projects included cross-stitching, quilting, painting, sketching, woodworking, cardmaking, quilling, sewing, coloring and 
ceramics. What a talented group!
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The Middle School/High School has announced 
the honor roll and high honor roll for the first 
marking period. High honors are for all students 
who maintain a grade average of 89.5 percent 
or higher. Honors are for students who maintain 
a grade average of 84.5 to 89.4 percent. The 
following students received these honors.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
Seventh Grade: Dakota Arnold, Anthony Brown, 
Mya Brown, Ezekiel Christakes, Immanuel Cornell, 
Sophia Dagger, Eden Diehl, Harrison Flanagan, 
Charli Gearing, Cadence Girangaya, Aubrey 
Hazzard, Brianna Heberle, Josmar Hernandez-
Hernandez, Aidan Kelley, Chase Kempa, Layla 
Kingdollar, Alyssa Lipke, Haidynn Mullins, 
Grace Ou, Genia Perrin, Addison Probst, Naelia 
Rodriguez, Karlee Sanders, Isla Schultz, Hunter 
Sommerfeldt, Zachary Thomas, Mia Thom, Madison 
Verhagen, Isabella Warney, Isabella Wieczorek, 
Brody Williams, Cooper Wolf and Gage Yockel.

Eighth Grade: Jordan Anderson, Landyn Burch, 
Sachliannis Castillo-Hernandez, Caleb Diamond, 
Elena Girangaya, Annalee Ham, Adrianna 
Houseknecht, Layla Jones, Carissa Klossner, 
LauraIrene Kretschmer, Nora Lindsay, Cadence 
Merkley, Cassandra Miconi, Hunter Pachla, Kohle 
Pachla, Alanna Reed, Jax Richards-Dyson, Alexis 
Salamone, Joshua Silpoch, Aaliyah Stephens and 
Alexis Van Ameron.

 

Ninth Grade: Natalie Foose, Mason Hein, Ernest 
LaPlante, Abigail Merkley, Allison Merle, Alexia 
Renner, Kaden Rheinwald, Rhea Robertson, Owen 
Schultz, Maggie Skehan, Gabriel Stevens, Alivia 
Wolf, Zoey Wolf and Lyndsay Young.

10th Grade: Jasmine Apicella, Cavan Bennage, 
Dylon Boyko, Emma Brady, Jesse Crawford, 
Caitlin Dobri, Gary Falls, Grace Fuller, Riley Knopp, 
Hayli Kuellertz, Gabriel Lindsay, Mason Merriam, 
Lily-Angelina Naylor, Kayla Neale, Julia Scroope, 
Noah St. John, Isabella Thom, Nicholas VanLogten, 
Luminara Virgilio, Layne Walker, Leigha Walker, 
Ryleigh Weader and Akiyah Zadorecky.

11th Grade: Riley Allen, Matthew Barlow, 
Morgan Blosenhauer, Drew Carlston, Erin DeFrank, 
Ryan Frank, Seth Janus, Sarah Kelly, Shannon Kelly, 
Casey Onisk, Jesse Patterson, Ava Quincey, Elise 
Quincey, Katelyn Randall, Ryan SanFilippo, Lily 
Sprague, Timothy Warney and Ilona Yaroshchuk.

12th Grade: Kirsstin Althoff, Harleigh Andrews, 
Cora Bennage, Alexis Blosenhauer, Adriana Botello, 
Kalen Brady, Jordan Bull, Zane Christakes, Thomas 
Dobri, Matthew Eden, Cam Engert, Hope Falls, 
Tatum Gagne’, Aiyana Galanti, Kira Gantman, 
Breanna Girangaya, Hanna Guck, Hailey Herring, 
Sara Kingdollar, Rachel Kinsey, Hayley Lipke, Grace 
McKeon, Mason Neale, Broek Ostrom, Libbie 
Pecora, Leah Rheinwald, Deanna Schubmehl, 
Abigail Tanis and Kylie Towne.

HONOR ROLL
Seventh Grade: Mallory Davis, Adyn Feiock, 
Michael Girangaya, Violet Kipp, Madison Lowell, 
Desiree McCormack, Jolee McHenry, Kayla Mosher, 
Noah Patten and Emylee Sample.

Eighth Grade: Xander Andrews, Dawson Arnold, 
Makenzie Daniels, Brooke Gentry, Lily Newman, 
Jayda Shampine, Joscelyn Underwood and Brooke 
Waldron.

Ninth Grade: Atabey Caraballo-Vazquez, Frances 
Caraballo-Vazquez, Kylee Dann, Isabella Emery, 
MacKenzie Fiorito, Cora Hudzinski, Colin Liese, 
Koryn Neale, Ethan Race, Brenden Sargent, 
Julianna Thomas, Hailey VanGelder and Ari Warney.

10th Grade: Jailyn Bishop, Dakota Burch, 
Benjamin Cox, Cecelia Farruggia, Hailey Gentry, 
Anthony GianCursio, Alexys Harner, Keon 
Haughton, Hannah Jolly, Lily Knopp, Evan McKeon, 
Harlee Schicker, Jaxson Schicker, Madison Schicker, 
Brody Schutz, Brenden Trowbridge and Lorenzo 
Zaragoza.

11th Grade: Ryan Blodgett, Emma Downey, 
Antonyo Geska, Emma Kingston, Christopher 
Lyndaker, Aidan McFadden, Joseph Silpoch, 
Kameron Walch and Cameron Walker.

12th Grade: Giavonna Andrako, Hunter Daly, 
BrookeLynn Kruger, Emma Lavender, Nicolas 
Mandigo, Lewis Monk, Benjamin Strabel and 
James Tette.

Holley Announces First Quarter Honor Roll for MS/HS

ROC2Change Summit 
by Nicole Solazzo, MS/HS Counselor

On Monday, Nov. 22, three high school students and one 
chaperone attended the ROC2Change summit at St. John Fisher 
College. The ROC2Change Summit is a region-wide, student-led 
summit that explores the boundaries of geography, race and 
life experiences, helping students become effective change 
agents. With close to 600 students attending from 33 school 
districts, students are given the opportunity to openly talk with 
each other and listen to the experiences of others in the room. 
Because the summit is student-led, adults and administrators 
do not facilitate or participate in any discussions with students. 
This year, students explored the topics of news, journalism and 
social media activism. Topics included how to tell if sources are 
credible and when bias shows up in media. We would like to 
extend a special thank you to Fairport Central School District 
and School Without Walls for hosting this summit and inviting 
us to be a part of it!



 JANUARY 2022  10

Students of the Month for October and November
Holley Central Schools recognizes Students of the Month in grades 
Pre-K-12. Elementary students are nominated from each classroom, and 
middle and high school students are nominated in each subject area, all 
on a monthly basis. At the ES, each student receives a certificate with their 
photo on it and the nomination from their teacher written on it. A group 
photo of the elementary students is displayed in the hallway near the ES 
Library. MS/HS students assemble in the MS/HS Foyer for a group photo, 
where they receive a certificate with their nomination from their teacher 
written on it. Their names are read during announcements, and their 
group photo is later displayed in the Music Department hallway. 

Once each month, students of the month from grades Pre-K-6 have 
breakfast together with the principals in the Elementary Café. Breakfast is 
supplied by Food Service Director Vickie Scroger and her cafeteria staff. 

Congratulations to the following students who were recognized as 
students of the month for October: Atabey Caraballo Vazquez, Nora 
Lindsay, Alanna Reed, Annalee Ham, Sophia Galanti, Mason Neale, Thomas 
Dobri, Rhea Robertson, Gary Falls, Gabe Lindsay, Charli Gearing, Grace 
McKeon, Alex Lenz, Dakota Arnold, Gianna DeFilipps, Cash Satter, Wyatt 
Vazzana, Annabelle Neff, Emily Klafehn, James West, Kahless Steinmetz, 

Lance Nunnenkamp, Kacey Flow, Alina Boychuk, Robby Scroope, 
MacKenzie Niles, Kady Clark, Giana Stevens, Jasmine Schlonski, Mason 
Kirkpatrick, Olivia Rebis, Alexa Mosier, Henry Dioguardi, Gideon Bradley, 
Kaylee Barr, Logan Lane, Rosa Scroope, Michael Ornt, Maximus Milazzo, 
Kaylin Robinson, Kyla Burne, Zhoe Biaselli, Melody Gartland, Timothy 
Hendrickson, Michael Edwards and Sawyer Reed.

Congratulations to the following students who were recognized as 
students of the month for November: Robbie Weit, Richelle Kimbriel-
Morales, Lydia LeClair, X’Avion Vicens, Micah Trejo, Lilah Moore, Carly 
Siebert, Skylar Race, Amelia Wright, Raylan Hedgeman, Keyana Vicens, 
Kane Geska, Austin Eiland, Nelson Ou, Antonio Hall, Audrey Pahman, 
Ruthie Davis, Archer Hills, Miranda Blanar, Liliana Lorback, Naytalya 
Rodriguez, Emma Kinsey, Araceli Williams, Xzonte Richardson, Lillian 
O’Brien, Tripp Seaward, Mason Girangaya, Bella Klafehn, Logan 
Sommerfeldt, Aubrey Knowlton, James Wright and Timothy Kingdollar, 
Alondra Mendez, Thomas Brozek, Steven Hein, Kylee Dann, Natalie Foose, 
Kaden Rheinwald, Gabe Lindsay, Alivia Wolf, Sheelsy Gonzalez, Xander 
Andrews, Laura Moak, Adrianna Houseknecht, Donovan Hendrick-Hayes, 
Laura Kretschmer, Maggie Skehan, Ashanty Gonzalez and Cora Bennage.

Elementary Students of the Month for October Elementary Students of the Month for November

High School Students of the Month for October High School Students of the Month for November
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ES Students Travel the Globe 
by Sarah Misco, Instructional Technology Specialist

Holley Elementary School students have racked 
up the miles this fall while visiting different 
classrooms around New York State, several 
museums around the country, ancient civilizations 
around the world, and even Santa at the North 
Pole!  

Earlier this fall, some of our second graders joined 
with other students from around the country to 
connect with the Grace Museum in Abilene, TX for 
an interactive read-aloud. A wonderful storyteller 
from the museum read “Creepy Carrots” by 
Aaron Reynolds, a story about a young rabbit 
who sees carrots in every shadow. Students were 
then challenged to guess and draw the shadows 
created by various interesting objects. We also 
learned all about the climate and geography of 
Texas … it’s quite different from Western New 
York!

Marissa Lippa’s sixth grade social studies students 
journeyed back in time to ancient Mesopotamia 
with an expert from the Penn Museum in 
Philadelphia. Students studied artifacts excavated 

by museum archaeologists in the Middle East, 
depicting the development of the world’s first 
cities. Students used knowledge previously 
learned during class to further explore the earliest 
settlements, temples, royal tombs and writings. 

In November, each second grade student 
disguised a turkey. Disguises included turkey 
football players, princesses, pizza delivery men, 
superheroes, mermaids and boxes of popcorn. 
Students then connected with other second grade 
classrooms from around the state to play a game 
of “Guess Who.” They practiced asking descriptive 
questions to “catch” each other’s hidden birds.

In early December, second graders returned to 
Texas once again, joining over 1,000 students 
from around North America to visit the Don 
Harrington Discovery Center in Amarillo for a 
bit of “Christmas Chaos”! Museum scientists 
demonstrated several holiday experiments, 

including how to create gingerbread slime, soap 
snow, dry ice snow globes, running milk and 
Northern Lights in a jar!

Finally, Mary Beach’s class led all the 
kindergarteners and first graders on a trek to visit 
Santa at the North Pole! Santa read aloud “The 
Broken Ornament” by Tony DiTerlizzi, and then he 
answered students’ questions about his reindeer, 
favorite snacks, and how he makes and delivers 
toys to children all around the world. We learned 
quite a bit of “insider information” about how 
Santa’s magic works!

We can’t wait to see where else our students will 
travel to in the spring! We would like to give a big 
Holley thank you to Donna Farren, our Distance 
Learning Specialist friend at Monroe 2–Orleans 
BOCES, and the New York State Distance Learning 
Consortium for helping to coordinate all our 
virtual field trips and class-to-class connections!

Day of Helpers  
at MS/HS
On Dec. 10, MS/HS students listened to speakers from 
various professions talk about how they help their 
communities. Students had a half day of school, so 
they spent 20 minutes in each classroom watching 
presentations from law enforcement, medical personnel, 
rescue organizations, Board of Education members and 
non-profit groups. As students traveled through their 
customized schedules for the day, they also participated 
in social-emotional learning activities with teachers. 
Presenters encouraged students to get involved in 
their communities by volunteering or attending public 
information sessions to learn more about organizations 
they are interested in.
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JANUARY 2022
3 PARP begins
6  PTSA meeting, ES Rm. 49 4 p.m. 
10  Board of Education meeting 6 p.m. 
17  No School, MLK Day
21  PARP ends
26  PTSA Pre-K-Gr. 3 Winter Party, ES Café  
 3:30-4:30 p.m.
28  Marking Period 2 Ends
  Early Dismissal, Staff Development Day
 • MS/HS at 10:31 a.m.
 • ES at 11:30 a.m.

2  MS/HS Report Cards Mailed
3  PTSA meeting, ES Rm. 49 4 p.m.
4  ES Report Cards Sent Home
5  All-County Performance 3 p.m.
10  Family Literacy Night, ES Library 6:30-8 p.m.
12  ACT Exam
  Kids Heart Challenge, ES Intermed.  
 Gym 10 a.m.-noon
14  Board of Education meeting 6 p.m. 
16  ASVAB
21  Presidents’ Day
21-25  No School, Mid-Winter Recess

2  ASVAB Workshop
3  PTSA meeting, ES Rm. 49 4 p.m. 
5  All-County Performance at Albion CSD, 3 p.m. 
8  ES Spring Picture Day
9 PARP Limo Ride
  PTSA meeting, ES Rm. 49 5 p.m.  
 JV/Varsity Winter Sports Awards, HS Aud. 7 p.m.
11  School-wide Community Service Project
  Early Dismissal, Staff Development Day
 • MS/HS at 10:31 a.m.
 • ES at 11:30 a.m.
  Musical, HS Aud. 7 p.m.
12  SAT Exam
  Musical, HS Aud. 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.
14  Spring Sports begin
16  K & Pre-K Registration, ES 1-5 p.m.
17  MS/HS Interim Reports Available Online
18  PTSA Gr.4-6 Social, ES 6:30-8 p.m.
21  Board of Education meeting 6 p.m. 
21-25  ES Student Council Coin Challenge
22  District Choral Concert, HS Aud. 7 p.m.
24  District Band Concert, HS Aud. 7 p.m.
29-30  NYS Gr. 3-8 ELA Assessments 
31  MS/HS Parent/Teacher Conferences 3-6 p.m.
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We, the students, 
parents, staff and 

community of the Holley 
Central School District, 
will work together to 

provide the opportunity 
and means for all 

students to acquire the 
skills, knowledge and 
attitudes to become 

responsible and 
productive citizens 
 in a diverse and 

changing society. The 
ideal is to instill a passion 

for lifelong learning.
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HOLLEY STRONG
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Check the district calendar online for additional detail.
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